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Cognitive Science of Religion

This course provides a concise introduction into aims, methods and perspective of the newly established Cognitive Science of Religion. The lectures are structures into four thematically different parts. In the first part the history and fundamental premises of this approach will be shortly discussed (lectures 1 a 2). The second part will concentrate on the thorough examination of the ways in which our evolutionally evolved mind and its cognitive abilities contribute to the origin, retention and transmission of religious ideas (lectures 3, 4, 5). The third part will be devoted to the introduction of the two most widely acclaimed practical applications of cognitively based theories to the study of religious ritual or, more generally, to the prediction of the diachronical evolution of religious systems (lectures 6 and 7). The fourth part (lecture 8) is an evaluation of possible advantages, but also shortcomings of the applications of cognitive approaches to the study of religions. 
1. Cognitive Science of Religion: An Introduction.  

2. Human Mind: Evolutionary Perspective.

3. Origin of Religious Representations.

4. Religion from the Perspective of Cognitive Sciences.

5. Religious Beliefs from the Perspective of Cognitive Sciences.

6. Cognitive Theories of Religious Ritual. 

7. Two Divergent Modes of Religiosity (Harvey Whitehouse).

8. Cognitive Science of Religions:  Promises and Shortcomings.

